
 

 

 

 

       

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year in Review 

  

Dec. 29, 2015 
  
The year 2015 was marked by one of the biggest fire seasons on record as well as 
significant accomplishments in endowment land management for the Idaho Department 
of Lands. 
  
A summary of some of our highlights from fiscal year and calendar year 2015 is included 
below. 
  
You also can view a short video of our 2015 highlights. 
  
We wish you a safe and happy new year! 

  

FIRE 
 
Huge fire year: Ten IDL fire districts and two timber 
protective associations put out 321 fires, several of 
which grew to be the most difficult Idaho fires to fight this 
year. We protect approximately 6.3 million acres of 
mostly timbered State and private lands. The five-month 
fire season on lands protected by the State of Idaho 
burned 60 homes and 78 other structures and cost 
nearly $80 million - three-quarters of which will be paid 

by the Idaho General Fund. Read more. 
  
Rangeland Fire Protection Associations: 230 ranchers are now members of six different 
RFPAs, and there are four additional areas where ranchers have begun conversations about 
starting new associations. The RFPAs contributed to fighting 30 fires in 2015. 

 

  

FORESTRY 
 
Timber sales: 277 million board feet of 
timber valued at $68.2 million were 
harvested by private contractors on 
endowment lands in FY15. Timber harvest 
still makes the most money for the 
endowments - nearly 83 percent of the total 
revenue from endowment lands in FY15. 
The harvesting activities support thousands 
of jobs and more than $1 billion in the sale of 
goods and services in Idaho. 
  
Fire salvage sales: We will salvage 83.5 million board feet of timber killed by 2015 wildfires 
across 6,000 acres of endowment lands. New tree seedlings will be planted and natural 
regeneration will occur so the forests can continue to provide sustainable, renewable forest 
products for future generations. Responsible timber harvests also improve long-term forest 
health. Read more. 
  
Selway Salvage Sale: An environmental group and neighboring landowner brought a legal 
challenge that restricted ground access to a fire salvage sale on endowment lands that burned in 
2014 in Idaho County. However, IDL completed the timber sale through helicopter logging, 
resulting in money for public schools and an opportunity to regenerate a healthy forest. Read 
more. 
  
Keeping working forests working: We administer the federally funded Forest Legacy Program, 
providing funds to purchase conservation easements on private lands that might otherwise be 
developed and lost as productive forests. The program closed on four landowner conservation 
easements containing more than 1,400 acres in northern Idaho. 

 

  

COTTAGE SITES 
 
Auctions: In calendar year 2015, we auctioned 94 state 
owned lots at Priest Lake and Payette Lake for $39.4 
million. Since 2011, we have sold more than one-third of 
all leased lots, and additional auctions for lots at both 
lakes are slated for 2016 and 2017. In a few months, we 
will ask the Land Board to approve a plan for the auction 
of even more lots after 2017. We're carrying out the 
Land Board's direction to divest the lots over time and 

reinvest the sales proceeds in other assets that produce greater financial returns for public schools 
and other endowment beneficiaries. 

 

  

SAGE GROUSE 
 
Land Board Sage-grouse Plan: The Land 
Board and Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission approved a plan IDL put together 
that lays out sage-grouse conservation measures 
for activities on endowment lands and activities 
that are overseen by other IDL programs, such as oil and gas and wildfire prevention and 
suppression. Read more. 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZeU7CC3EaSx3IEfnZVnLiviKPQBQtLgaVIgLaHdLaPSlzEikHBfMraAWXYmMIclCnpkAp8BpJb3pPLcRnqI5CxWx9JT5JBASaYfVBTgiFp2FiF-cLOlIcHl1aRSuU84Qq8vI2yiKjHlJuQbZaO6MxWOEXxBd-bqImV9wXqowZLR6A=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZeiXDgDCc9f7p2YATFhZo482QGWDzh5iWCjiKl6rZ_IZqGaD1_3W-tXWlgJnotd5GpOG5xILfb7HWb73MPz7onvY8Hkf8aCaFGC6H4rhi1jeAnq6ZVibfBC8YnI9_qLUh7NDM0HKV-bEC0zgKZO9S2w7dkXB_ME44vLYb_0XSn1UJlPaUdYDv4b2kxe3r_hMD6ya3hWE0HZ8kh4aOR84sKBA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZeJ9pee99O9KZUxKhWVqS0xe6kiP7YSQ5L8Fsph5xDioEnwWYwVInlCw8ZgG38ky310tNbQKT7GhUHV5zcOWGfhVhQfGFOIWyFODvrja9zuulqCgLAT1ExPE2FYfLPFj43xsoyJ1qUW7lgVntWs_MQg-c8rRTHpOqopTbbg8uUCIeqJ5e8QHUVFMElqntBDV8xmeQRSD1EL_IOIMNaLs2dxQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZehbor7sGmPu9QD3lBiuUQaRrkMyfgcGvFydOgMtrQeKJ6-tQazqQWuihDdner-jq_pA4v9yrj76dKVfd2IxHnFXXUztCBts3wgJzR2zW704sF8bx5DlXgh6aru_p7LXa03ZoFDf8noyFVwbjviSx3EmpYm7AF9QA1MyCeRj9Bw7IGWZfG2g-F7WNg4JMxzJC7g_ZSTzNvEe7o5eLv5UyxHRlZ1OEm6xQ0WZsQNh6TgYnngk80c5pZnk9y8JnR6Yxy&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZehbor7sGmPu9QD3lBiuUQaRrkMyfgcGvFydOgMtrQeKJ6-tQazqQWuihDdner-jq_pA4v9yrj76dKVfd2IxHnFXXUztCBts3wgJzR2zW704sF8bx5DlXgh6aru_p7LXa03ZoFDf8noyFVwbjviSx3EmpYm7AF9QA1MyCeRj9Bw7IGWZfG2g-F7WNg4JMxzJC7g_ZSTzNvEe7o5eLv5UyxHRlZ1OEm6xQ0WZsQNh6TgYnngk80c5pZnk9y8JnR6Yxy&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJHRJgnawjbj_hG-3levR6IzyR5F7QFNH04Uo7HdBJU8keiHxVm61qwx2MYS1HetBhbrJpr5rrwJixnGosuqKNjKdYSsOfAwCBJWdvMZlqjA8sQwBhZhkItiSVMA3Ix4-ArqmszfCCx021C1N_MxolLz5diFjneVzSsXiYET2G8DubAO0AtAoQaS9HqvauqmVOsS5cstj7DNItoN9Fp1qv6N5bajCyiWc4RLsXdKeNV5X2vqRlseSE1A2uGs-EZZHzw==&c=&ch=
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=Ov2oNkYBG8U&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=Ov2oNkYBG8U&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=Ov2oNkYBG8U&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=Ov2oNkYBG8U&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Our-Year-in-Review.html?soid=1111108630404&aid=Ov2oNkYBG8U


GRAZING 
 
Program Review: We finished a yearlong public 
process to create a business plan for the IDL grazing 
program, and a new Land Board subcommittee was 
established to work with the public over the next year in 
reviewing the rate ranchers pay to graze livestock on 
endowment lands.Read more. 

 

  

STRATEGY 
 
The Land Board approved a contract for a new commercial real estate advisor. The contractor is 
developing plans for each commercial property owned by the endowment trust and a plan for the 
whole portfolio of commercial assets. The focus is on eventual sale of commercial office/retail 
properties and parking lots. The Land Board also approved a pool of available land advisors to 
serve them in future acquisitions of lands such as timber land and agricultural land. IDL hired a 
strategic planning manager to shepherd the processes. 

  

LAND & FUND PERFORMANCE 
 
Performance: IDL generated $124 million from the use and sale of endowment lands in FY15. 
Endowment lands earned a 3.85-percent cash return in FY15. The endowment fund earned a 3.0-
percent total return in FY15 and grew by $100 million. Together, the lands and fund earned a 3.4-
percent total return in FY15. Read more. 
  
Distributions: Strong land and fund performance allowed the Land Board to commit to higher 
future distributions to beneficiaries - $56.5 million will be distributed to public schools and other 
beneficiaries in FY16, up 8.6 percent overall from FY15. Distributions to beneficiaries will grow 
again in FY17, up 11.8 percent from the year before. Read more. 

  

  
 

Sign Up To Receive News From IDL 

News Media Contact: 
Sharla Arledge, Public Information Officer 
(208) 334-0286 or pio@idl.idaho.gov 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZefNoaThUryVefUTz0SRngUeSUFyAQQCiZPg-4bE3ou2Gc6BTK6MPAV2j_ilGVoaI9OLQpqIa7V7oAEoci9vGEdP2UV9CrIPeO_8R7iAU2UK9aX0eABIC3qmiwltjZg26lG0ixqZ2HzQrKQ8WHLGjugazEuntYNJawTdFkFQ1_0gj578OsTAV7sU8n9YgYymxWCyPpVxiDffKQlQrszqWSe68zsjNPh_rs8Z47I2UPsKFaz47EZe51lEvp5yqMtPCqLIrWRrn5q7g=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZeHZmsIFrAv4r4BEe1JV9mADVg8f-SvBtEqA4LCgNxrbV4syjIEY1vCeXwLXh-NjqLN9O7LGXlbnmYBMooLbVmrFJ0bcOozQASKlqkfb0RcDLQn55jEZUd99QlIDHp97BdJIt_VDpCSdSbm7DSyVDo1fm6MMhgOavWjtM6SuNbnP8v54E1oCiFj13fHzeE3afXML8jWyPQzxSYSuRdUNlWOtZJYutdWhCmjNYYN5hykK6VtCyVR2fRKA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJFGkPIOjkEZeZh_vI2Eh-uVVfTSVdUkxk5fsL0Mv3f9cA3bp3LS712s7rSV67ef8mOY49ixyPJUwF4AKqoABdLeyq4Am3cLskE3UEM-vntYu06fs_yBWzhSGnm7Cbd0bfLyTFxYUjfzx2uCCIRqIfoaT-R0u7poOVglBuKfrR1FkQ0B3NC2x4vZmhKVD-8AH0nVCOsXXY2AH25LJDPCzbVZoFdDkZIaT3vHguYi2AUbHirXDUUirWMGgPT9fT32EhqcorCwjglWuNajXr5AZKjZ0P2qqQMr-5Q==&c=&ch=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001QBY4elvqiQPtoghoOz43jw%3D%3D
mailto:pio@idl.idaho.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJCpRgeKPf-1-8n8kujbkpxyqVZalgch04hvwk5olVy-28MgEJZn0o1yU5VhTmnYHmidxPYPZHqHiUBrFIdqWA9u1cfk14OPMS0RkXimi3_U1XkUUkuBo4paXMczeN5x3GFrT77y7OJ24mFZzGv7Ik3s=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ahI1ONEE_pF1h0W7PK3Vkd_Ta47yTKZruyFmNdhFzI4BSs5PI36WJLHfYx7Ap3HV64OrmtWXorHFOPcw0KJUPwkoQ47CGcgyTlgLPmcegUxNTGBOXeMlCVwNhj3Tbd3E_4fP6bP7hvch3-xKQvqRn5EsCXuqevXVyYZNw2lP70fiNlZKjMKM5g==&c=&ch=

